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Dear Federation Chairman

Ideal Homes Show:  14 March – 6 April 2008
Earl’s Court Exhibition Centre, London
You will recall that at the Autumn National Council Meeting last weekend we asked for your views regarding a WI presence at the above show.  The NFWI has been offered a free stand in a prime position to promote the Carbon Challenge in particular, as well as other areas of work.  In the ANC forum, we have all agreed that the show represents a wonderful opportunity to promote the WI and the majority of council members indicated that their federations would be happy to nominate suitable stewards.
I am pleased to confirm that we will be able to pay stewards’ expenses for travel, subsistence and accommodation.  Although very rewarding in terms of publicity and interest in the WI, participating as a steward in the show will be demanding. The stall will have to be staffed as follows:

Monday – Wednesday 10 am – 7 pm

Thursday 10 am – 10 pm

Friday – Sunday 10 am – 8 pm

I should be grateful if you would discuss the show with the relevant people in your federation with a view to nominating members who would be willing to act as stewards. As we have all agreed at the ANC meeting, the show will be very busy and demanding and therefore we must ensure that only stewards who have excellent interpersonal skills and the ability to represent the WI as a modern organisation are selected. Stewards should also be aware that they may need to stand for long periods of time. Please send the names and further details of stewards nominated by your federation to Belinda Fairbrother at the Public Affairs Department at the above address or via email b.fairbrother@nfwi.org.uk by Friday 9 November. Please find attached a form that should be used both in postal or email communication.  
We will be in touch with further information by the end of December when we have had a chance to consider the nominations and plan further details.

In the meantime, will you, please, also consider how best you will deal with the anticipated increased interest in joining the WI. Stewards will be taking names and addresses of potential members at the show and will be forwarding these on a daily basis to federations. The details will be clarified nearer the time, but it is important for federations to be aware of the need to be prepared to respond as quickly as possible whilst the interest in joining is still fresh.

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Belinda.

Thank you all for your support with, and cooperation in what promises to be an excellent promotional opportunity for our organization.

With best wishes

Yours sincerely

Fay Mansell
NFWI Chair

Enclosed: Steward Nomination Form

Copy to Federation Treasurers and Federation Secretaries

